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Funding Opportunity

Super Sparks are awarded once a year by The Sprout Fund to help transform Southwestern
Pennsylvania into one of the best places on Earth to be a kid. As large initiatives that contribute to
broad community goals and require in-depth research, testing, exploration and program
development, Super Spark projects engage large audiences, demonstrate deep partnerships and
collaborations between educators, technologists, and children, and are eligible for substantial
levels of support. Project ideas are generated through an open, multi-step community dialogue
process that begins at Making Sparks, an annual symposium and discussion forum. Each year, two
to three Super Spark initiatives receive awards up to $50,000.

Spark supports projects and programs occurring in Southwestern Pennsylvania with a primary audience of
children ages birth to eight. Projects may also involve parents, caregivers, teachers and older children
through interactive and collaborative activities. From teachers to technologists, parents to artists, start-ups
to schools, Spark engages a diverse array of stakeholders through its funding opportunities and network of
support. Individuals, organizations, and businesses are all invited to join the Spark community.

Spark initiatives empower, engage, and educate young children through the creative application of
technology and media. Funded projects propose an innovative solution to a relevant issue or demonstrated
need facing children in Southwestern Pennsylvania.

This year’s Super Spark issue is PLAY. All applications must be directly related to the value of play and its
role in the lives of children.

Spark seeks proposals that are:
1 Innovative: employ unique applications of technology and media tools.
9 Relevant: relate to the everyday activities and experiences of young children.
1 Engaging: promote active play and learning, shared experiences, and interactivity.
9 Collaborative: build meaningful partnerships between parents, educators, and innovators.
9 Inspiring: capture the imaginations of children, families, educators, advocates, and communities
through creative thinking.

9 Transformative: affect lasting change by changing the way we think about challenges and
opportunities facing children.



Projects may occur within the city of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, or the surrounding communities of
Southwestern Pennsylvania. Spark supports projects, programs and activities proposed by community
organizations, individuals, businesses and coalitions of organizations. Applications that feature strong
partnerships with early childhood organizations are encouraged. The Sprout Fund does not provide funding to
start a business or offer operational support to for-profit entities.

Super Spark Application Process

The first step in applying for a Super Spark is to complete this application abstract. The abstract is designed
to provide a low-threshold point of entry for applicants as well as an opportunity for reviewers to ensure that
initial project ideas are eligible for support. Eligible projects will then be asked to submit a full proposal for
consideration. Please refer to the timeline below for key dates associated with the application process:

9 Abstracts will be accepted on a rolling basis through December 7, 2009
1 Applicants will be notified of their eligibility no later than December 18, 2009
9 All eligible applicants will be asked to submit a full proposal by January 20, 2010

9 Funded project activities must begin no later than summer 2010

Please directly answer the questions stated below using no more than 3 pages (1 page for Project
Statement and 2 pages for Project Team).

1. Project Statement: Please provide a statement that summarizes the project for which you are requesting
Super Spark support. Remember, this year’s topic is play.

Your project statement should address the following items:
9 Inspiration for this project, including the identified need that the project would address

1 The audiences that may be targeted, including children’s ages, and demographic information for
all non-child participants

9 How the project would address early childhood development, technology/media, and
interconnectivity

9 The community connections that would result from this project and how this project would build
on existing resources

1 How you would propose to implement and promote the project, in general terms

2. Project Team: Please describe your project team. Explain the potential role each organization and key
individuals would serve to successfully implement your project idea. Briefly describe the size, history,
mission, tax status, and annual revenues of each participating entity, and, if applicable, note any
relevant experience. Additionally, be sure to include full contact information.

Completed abstracts are due by 5:00 PM on December 7, 2009.
Submit abstracts to spark@sproutfund.org or The Sprout Fund, 5423 Penn Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15206.




About Spark

Spark unleashes the innovative potential of Southwestern Pennsylvania to transform our region into one of
the best places on earth to be a kid. An initiative of The Sprout Fund, Spark catalyzes projects and programs
that engage children ages birth to eight through the creative use of technology and media. Spark challenges

individuals, organizations, and communities to generate inventive solutions to issues and opportunities
facing today’s young child.

Spark supports projects that connect technology to the real life experiences of children. From the playground
to the classroom, Spark initiatives empower kids to learn and play creatively while addressing critical needs

in their growth and development. Through its funded initiatives, Spark is making Pittsburgh a better place
for children to ||}



